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III Continental Summit of Indigenous Nations and Pueblos of Abya Yala - “From resistance to power”

LATIN AMERICA - Declaration of Iximche’
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We the children of the Indigenous Nations and Pueblos of the continent, self convened and gathered at the
III Continental Summit of Indigenous Nations and Pueblos of Abya Yala realized in Iximche’, Guatemala
the days of Oxlajuj Aq’abal, thirteen powers of the Spirit of the Dawn (26th of March) to Kají Kej, four
powers of the Spirit of the Deer (30th of March, 2007):

We hereby affirm the Declaration of Teotihuacan (Mexico, 2000), the Declaration of Kito (Ecuador, 2004)
and ratify our millennial principles of complementarity, reciprocity and duality, as well as the struggle for
our territories in order to preserve our Mother Nature and the autonomy and self-determination of our
Indigenous Peoples. We announce the continental resurgence of the Pachacutic (the return) along with
the closure of Oxlajuj Baq’tun (long count of 5,200 years) and as we approach the door of the new
Baq’tun, we journey together to make of Abya Yala a “land full of life”.

We have survived centuries of colonization and now face the imposition of the policies of neo-liberalism
that perpetuates the dispossession and sacking of our territories, the domination of all of social space and
ways of life of the Indigenous Peoples, causing the degradation of our Mother Nature as well as poverty
and migration by way of the systematic intervention in the sovereignty of our Nations by transnational
companies in complicity with the government states.

In preparation to face and confront the challenges of the new times upon us, we now determine:

To commit to the process of alliance among our indigenous nations, and among our indigenous nations
and the movements for social justice of the continent that would allow us to collectively confront the
policies of neo-liberalism and all forms of oppression.

To make accountable the government states for the ongoing dispossession of our territories and the
extinction of the indigenous peoples of the continent, due to impunity for the transnational corporations
and their genocidal practices, as well as the lack of political will on the part of the United Nations in not
advancing the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and failure to guarantee the full respect
for the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

To ratify the ancestral and historical rights to our territories and the common resources of Mother Nature,
reaffirming the inalienable character of these rights as being non-negotiable, unquantifiable, without
impediment, and unrenounceable even to the cost of our lives.

To consolidate the processes now in effect to strengthen the re-foundation of the government states and
the construction of pluri-national states and pluri-cultural societies via Constituent Assemblies with direct
representation of the Indigenous Pueblos and Nations.

To advance in the exercise of our right of autonomy and self determination as Indigenous Peoples, in spite
of the lack of legal recognition by the government states.

To ratify our rejection of the Free Trade Agreements (FTA’s) that make vulnerable the sovereignty of our
Pueblos and to remain vigilant against similar intentions to implement new commercial agreements.

To reaffirm our decision to defend the nutritional sovereignty and struggle against the trans-genetic
invasion, convoking all peoples of the world to join this struggle in order to guarantee our future.
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To ratify the struggle for the democratization of communication and the implementation of public policies
that contemplate specific applications for indigenous peoples and the promotion of inter-culturality.

To alert the indigenous peoples regarding the policies of the Inter American Development Bank, the World
Bank and organizations of the like that penetrate our communities with actions of assistance and
cooptation whose aim is the fragmentation of autonomous and legitimate indigenous organizations.

For the well being of the Indigenous Peoples, we now decide:

To demand of the international financial institutions and the government states the cancellation of policies
that promote concessions for the extractive industries (mining, oil, forestry, natural gas and water) from
our indigenous territories.

To condemn the policies of exclusion of President Bush and the government of the United States
demonstrated in the act of construction of the wall along the border with Mexico while at the same time
attempting to expropriate the common resources of our Mother Nature of all the peoples of Abya Yala by
implementing expansionist plans and acts of war.

To condemn the intolerant attitude of the government states that do not recognize the rights of indigenous
peoples, in particular those which have not ratified nor guaranteed the application of Convention 169 of
the International Labor Organization.

To condemn the imposter and terrorist democracies implemented by the neoliberal governments, which
results in the militarization of our indigenous territories and the criminalization of our legitimate
indigenous struggle and the movements for social justice throughout Abya Yala.

In order to enact these words and realize our dreams, from resistance to power:

We constitute ourselves as the Continental Coordinator of Indigenous Pueblos and Nations of Abya Yala,
creating a permanent vehicle of linkage and interchange, in order to converge our experiences and
proposals, so that together we can confront the neo-liberal policies of globalization and to struggle for the
definitive liberation of our indigenous Pueblos and Nations, of the mother earth, of our territories, of the
waters, and entirety of our natural patrimony in order that we may all live well.

In this process we delineated the following actions:

– To fortify the organizational processes and struggle of the Indigenous Peoples with the full participation
of our women, children and young people.

– To convene a Continental Summit of Indigenous Women of Abya Yala and a Continental Summit of the
Children, Adolescents and Youth of the Indigenous Nations and Pueblos of Abya Yala.

– To convoke a continental mobilization of Indigenous Peoples to save Mother Nature from the disasters
caused by capitalism, manifested by global warming, to be realized on the 12th of October of 2007.

– To actively engage the diplomatic mission of the Indigenous Peoples to defend and to guarantee the
rights of our Indigenous Pueblos and Nations.

– To endorse the candidacy for the Nobel Peace Prize of our brother Evo Morales Ayma, President of
Bolivia.

– To demand the decriminalization of the coca leaf.

“We have dreamt our past and we remember our future.”

Iximche’, Guatemala, March 30, 2007.
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